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This year Bangladesh is celebrating the Golden Jubilee of Bangladesh's independence. 
The celebration starts on 26 March 2021 and ends on 26 March 2022. 
 

 
 
25 March 1971 - Genocide Day 
 
On the night of 25 March, the Pakistani military began a violent crackdown to suppress 
the Bengali opposition. Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman was arrested and taken to 
West Pakistan. British journalist Simon Dring, in hiding, reported a massacre unfolding. 
 
26 March 1971 - Declaration of independence 
 
Before his arrest, Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman called upon his people to resist 
Pakistani forces of occupation in a declaration that read, 
 
“This may be my last message, from today Bangladesh is independent. I call upon the 
people of Bangladesh wherever you might be and with whatever you have, to resist the 
army of occupation to the last. Your fight must go on until the last soldier of the Pakistan 
occupation army is expelled from the soil of Bangladesh and final victory is achieved.” 
 



 

 

This declaration of independence marks the beginning of the Bangladesh Liberation War 
and is observed as Bangladesh Independence Day. 
 

 
 
10 April 1971 - A government in exile 
 
Following the Pakistani military crackdown, Awami League leaders crossed over to India 
for safety. On 10 April, the People's Republic of Bangladesh Government, was formed in 
exile with Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahaman as the President and Tajuddin Ahmed 
as the Prime Minister. 
 
There were spontaneous uprisings throughout Bangladesh following the declaration of 
independence on 26 March 1971. On 12 April 1971, Colonel MAG Osmani was 
appointed Commander-in-chief of Bangladesh Forces known as the Mukti Bahini. In 
addition to Mukti Bahini, guerrilla groups led by individual leaders successfully 
controlled some areas within Bangladesh. 
 



 

 

 
16 December 1971 - Victory Day 
 
On 21 November 1971, Bangladesh Muktu Bahini and the Indian forces formed an Allied 
Command and went on to defeat the West Pakistani army. The resulting surrender was 
the largest in the number of prisoners of war since World War II. Victory against 
Pakistan was declared on 16 December 1971. 
 
 
14 December 1971– Martyred Intellectuals Day 
 
On 14 December 1971, just two days before the surrender, the Pakistan Army and local 
Razakar militia (collaborators) abducted and murdered hundreds of Bengali intellectuals. 
14 December is observed as Martyred Intellectuals Day. 
 



 

 

 
 
January 10, 1972, Bangabandhu’s Homecoming Day  
 
Bangabandhu, the undisputed leader of the nation and supreme commander of the 
country's Liberation War, returned to independent Bangladesh via London and New 
Delhi on January 10, 1972, after 290 days of confinement in a Pakistan jail. Since then, 
the nation is observing the day as the Homecoming Day of Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur 
Rahman. 
 



 

 

 
 
 
Bangabandhu’s historic 1974 UN speech 
 
On 25 September 1974, Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman made a historic speech in 
the 29th session of the United Nations General Assembly. The speech has made history 
especially for two reasons. First, it was delivered in Bengali and second, it ushered in 
fresh ideas and policies to build a brave new world free of economic inequalities, social 
injustice, military aggression and threats of the nuclear war. 
 
 
15th August, 1975 - Assassination of Sheikh Mujibur Rahman 
 
The first president of Bangladesh, Sheikh Mujibur Rahman, and most of his family were 
killed during the early hours of 15 August 1975 by a group of young Bangladesh Army 
personnel who invaded his Dhanmondi 32 residence as part of a coup d'état. Minister of 
Commerce Khondaker Mostaq Ahmad immediately took control of the government and 
proclaimed himself president. The assassination marked the first direct military 
intervention in Bangladesh's civilian administration-centric politics. August 15 is 
National Mourning Day, an official national holiday. 


